
The shocking truth about children starting fires 
 
It is difficult to imagine a thirteen or fourteen-year-old child being 
handcuffed and taken away in the back of a police cruiser as their 
apartment burns to the ground, but it happens more than you 
would like to believe. When it comes to youth fire safety, tenants 
have to shoulder a lot of responsibility but property 
management teams need to take steps for prevention as well. 

  
 

 

The Uniform Crime Reporting Program, an arm of the FBI, has reported 
that around 40% of all arrests for arson in 2010 were youths. Further, 
almost half of those children were under the age of sixteen at the time of 
the fire. The National Fire Protection Association adds that about half of 
these fires are set with simple lighters.  

Most children have access to matches, lighters, and other flammable tools 
around the apartment. Some children naturally want to see what these 
tools can do, but they may not have a healthy respect for the danger 
they’re exposing themselves or their loved ones to. 
 
Why are children setting fires? 

 
Arson is a serious crime, but most children do not commit it willingly. In 
most cases, it is a deadly combination of curiosity, boredom, and the lack 
of supervision. Some children may see their parents or older siblings do 
tricks with lighters or matches, and that may encourage them to try those 
tricks on their own. Others may try to start a fire in an attempt to look cool 
in front of their friends. 
 
Other children may simply be bored and unsupervised when they find a 
lighter or pack of matches and get too curious. Children often do not 
understand that a small fire may not be easy to put out and may escalate 
into a huge fire within seconds. They are just seeing what will happen. 
They don’t realize they could cause thousands of dollars in property 
damage and even take the lives of others. 
 
The National Fire Protection Association has revealed that indoor fires are 



typically set by younger children, while older children are more likely to set 
outdoor fires. For indoor fire prevention, you have to hope your adult 
tenants are properly supervising their children. There are some things you 
can do to limit the chances of a youth-set fire affecting your rental 
property. 
 
Protecting your property 

 
Studies show that boys are most likely to set fires, and almost half of all 
youth fires are set in bedrooms. While this type of information may seem 
helpful, it doesn’t do much for a property management team trying to 
prevent children from playing with lighters and matches. However, there 
are some steps you can take to help with the need for youth fire safety:  
  

• Make sure all of your units are inspected on a routine basis for fire hazards. 
If you already do yearly property checks before leases are renewed, then 
looking for fire hazards should be a natural part of that process. 

•  Make sure smoke alarms in all of your units are in proper working 
condition at all times. 

• Encourage tenants to practice escape plans in case of fire. This may 
prevent a death if a fire does break out, whether it is intentionally set or 
not.  

• Require tenants to carry renter’s insurance to protect their own belongings, 
while you ensure you have adequate insurance to cover damages in case 
of fire. 

• Encourage on-site property management teams to be on the lookout for 
teenagers and groups of children potentially playing with fire outdoors. A 
fire set outside an apartment building or house could catch nearby 
structures on fire. 

• Another advantage to smoke free apartments is that it will protect against 
adult-set fires caused by smoking and it also means children are not 
watching their parents light up over and over. Their curiosity may be fueled 
a bit less. 

• Publish youth fire educational pieces around the units, in your newsletter, 
etc. Do it periodically, since these fires can happen at any time.  

• Build youth fire safety into your lease: Mention keeping lighters etc out of 
reach of children. It’s a good reminder for those that review their lease 
from time to time. 

http://www.multiunitliving.com/Blogs/Transitioning-to-a-Smoke-Free-Policy---Made-Easy-(/July-2011/Transitioning-to-a-Smoke-Free-Policy---Made-Easy.aspx


   

Keep in mind that your property can also be affected by children living 
down the street from your units or visitors coming into your property 
temporarily. The best you can do to protect your property is to make sure 
all fire detection equipment is in place and attempt to educate your 
tenants on the dangers of youth started fires.  
 
Have you ever prevented a youth fire? Do you have a youth fire story to 
share? Please do!  
 
 
  

Posted by Global Administrator on 5/29/2012 8:26:06 AM 
 

http://www.multiunitliving.com/GalleryDetail.aspx?libname=Resources_firesasfety
http://www.multiunitliving.com/GalleryDetail.aspx?libname=Resources_firesasfety



